EASTER ROCK AND ROCKY POINT

To this day I'm unsure of directions when in Park City. When heading out of town bound for Salt Lake via Snyderville, It would seem that I was headed north, but I wouldn't swear to it. Under these circumstances it is important to have landmarks. For me, there were always two: one far off and quite unattainable for a lad of six or seven, the other seemingly far off, but which grew closer as I got bigger. The first was Rocky Point, a jagged rock outcrop high on the hill behind Miner's Hospital; the second, Easter Rock, actually a couple of big rocks a third of the way up the hill behind Skillicorn's house on Park Avenue.

The bigger kids would frequently take hikes to Rocky Point, but that was out of bounds for me. I remember once that Johnny Roberts or his younger brother Leon was lost for practically a whole day. As nightfall came on, searchers found him trudging home from Rocky Point.

Easter Rock was another story. Perhaps it bore that name because of its shape (looked like an egg), but for me, the "rock" came to play an important part in my boyhood Easter tradition. On the Saturday before Easter we kids would pack our sack lunches, cross Park Avenue leaving Mawhinney's station in the distance as we leaped across Poison Ditch and began our ascent of the "mountain". It seemed like the hike took a long time, but I suppose it really didn't. We just had short legs. But the effort was worth it for from the "rock" we were masters of all we surveyed and we could see most of the lower end of town.

Curious! Now nearly forty years later I live where there's also an upper and lower town, but whereas "upper" and "lower" reflected a uni-dimensional reality in the Park City context, probably referring to stream flow (Poison Ditch ran from the upper end of town to the lower), in Québec, it is bi-dimensional and relates to topography. In Québec "upper" and "lower" also describe social class. In Park City, however this wasn't true. I might be mistaken, but it seems to me that the folks living in lower Park were slightly better off than those who lived uptown.

