EGYPTIAN THEATER

When the Suez crisis of 1956 took on mammoth proportions, I was under the obligation of changing my perception of Egyptians. Nasser resembled not at all those mysterious dimly lighted figures which stared down at us through the darkness at every Saturday matinee. To me, those were real Egyptians. Later, when I saw an artist's rendering of Cleopatra, I decided the same hand had designed the Egyptians which adorned the wall of the only moviehouse (we called it "showhouse") in Park.

Saturday matinees were terrific, especially if the main feature starred that singing cowboy Gene Autrey and his wonder horse Champion. When we could play cowboys at Warnie Tate's I was always in a quandary, unable to decide if I preferred being Gene or Roy Rogers, King of the Cowboys. The other exhilarating feature of the Saturday matinee which fit between the cartoon (which we called the "comedy") and the "show" was the serial (which I then thought was spelled "cereal" because that's how it was written on the "mush" box). Flash Gordon was okay, a far forerunner to Star Wars, but the best was Buster Crabbe as Tarzan. He could do extraordinary feats!

It was in the Egyptian that I learn what a leech was by watching Catherine Hepburn pluck the suckers off Humphrey Bogart's back in African Queen. What a movie (show)!

In order to go see Showboat starring Howard Keele at the Egyptian — on a special Sunday afternoon performance — I had to learn a lesson in humility, if not repentance. I had misbehaved in Louise Ballantyne's Sunday School class that morning and was afraid she'd tell my folks, so I told them first. They were upset that I had "acted up" and forbid me from going with them to see Showboat until such time as I went to see Louise and personally apologized for my discourtesy.

Head down in her living room, I mumbled an apology, not knowing how Louise would react. She put her arm around me, kissed my cheek and said I was a fine boy... And off I went to the movies.

Live drama instead of cinema in the Egyptian? Sacrilege!

