GOSSIP

While I was living in Paris in 1963, the world-renowned French songstress Edith Piaf, died of substance abuse. Prior to her burial in Père Lachaise Cemetery, Parisiens lined up in the streets of the 16e arrondissement for a final glimpse of the "little sparrow". What I recall most vividly from that tragedy was the photo in the French equivalent of the National Enquirer of puffy-eyed, heart-broken Theo, Piaf's lover and her junior by approximately a quarter of a century.

Subconsciously, that event triggered memories sketched indelibly in my head fifteen years earlier about younger men seeing older women. Jay and Alma Sinclair's son, David, had apparently "taken up" with Mrs. Webber who had children David's age. Gossip was not a usual occurrence in Park City, possibly because of its ethnic diversity. Owing to the difficulties of forging a sense of community among diverse peoples, folks spoke little ill of others, but the Sinclair-Webber liaison was different indeed. Tongues wagged and gums clucked as those in our end of town speculated as to the goings on.

The butt of most Monday morning jokes and Tuesday tattle was a little known couple who resided across from the ballfield on lower Park Avenue. Early on Saturday evenings Cowboy and Clara Clausen could be observed walking uptown to the "beer joints". Three or four hours later, down they'd come, Cowboy wabbling dangerously on the heels of his boots, hat tilted askew with Clara, in her inebriated state, leaning on him. The net result was that both remained upright. There were many snide remarks about the couple and much peeking at them from behind closed curtains, but few, if any, offers from the pious to give Cowboy and Clara safe transportation home.

Harold Coleman lived near the Clausen's. He was the only black at PCHS in the early fifties. Harold wasn't terribly active in school affairs and part of the reason might have been the advice given their fair daughters by parents fearing inter-racial marriage: "Harold's all right; you can be nice to him, but you don't dance with him."

