LENT

At the 1974 reunion of the Orem High School Class of 1961, each alum took a few minutes to speak of his or her activities of the by-gone decade and to mention things which mattered in life at that moment. Nearly all, it seemed, talked about missions, temple marriages, the joys of church service. I was seated next to Stormy Lupus and his Carbon county-born wife. Storm finally whispered to me something to the effect that "it's not easy sometimes for a Catholic to live in Mormon society." I told him I knew just how he felt, sometimes it wasn't easy for a Mormon to live in Catholic society. I guess he had whispered in the wrong guy's ear.

But I enjoy Catholic society. I liked living in France and love residing in Québec. Perhaps that fondness was born, like so many other things, in Park City. My greatest competitor in sports and in class at Marsac School was Johnny Green, followed by Jimmy O'Hara, both Catholics. I also thought highly of Rita and Jeannie Offret who lived in our end of town, contrary to John and Jimmy, to say nothing of Blaine and Dale Buck whose mother, Thelma, was my den mother in Cub Scouts. Our Pack Meetings would be held either in the Memorial Building gym where we once tore the backs out of our shirts and rode brooms around impersonating bare back riders or in the Parish Hall of St. Mary's Catholic Church where we, on one occasion, re-enacted the driving of the Golden Spike at Promontory Point.

A very kind and thoughtful Father Arnold had impressed me greatly too when he came to our house to bid Mom and Dad adieu before being reassigned to Ireland. How could I not mention Mrs. Kearns and Margaret Mawhinney? But I suppose the most vivid memory I have of my association with Catholics at an early age is that of pre-Easter ventures to Pop Jenks on Main Street with my Marsac friends. John and Jim would never buy candy. That was their youthful way of respecting the Lenten principle of self sacrifice. For forty days those boys avoided chocolate like the plague. At times like that, it was nice to be a Mormon.

