NAMES

I learned recently that Jack Kerouac, famed American writer of the beat generation, had a genuine fondness for names. In his writings could be repeatedly found cacophonic toponyms like Ogallala discovered during his turbulent self-indulgent travels across America. Curiously, Ogallala had special meaning for me too. The first post card I can ever remember receiving from Mom who had, after diligent deliberation, decided to join Bertha in an eastward trek along the Mormon Trail to Winter Quarters, Nauvoo, Kirtland, and, eventually Palmyra, was postmarked a day out of Salt Lake from Ogallala, Nebraska.

Kerouac's early interest in names very likely grew out of his early years spent in the multi-ethnic milltown of Lowell, Massachusetts. His closest friends were Greek whose long melodious names had been truncated and adapted to the American environment. For instance, his best friend whose sister became Kerouac's third wife was named Sampas, short for Sampatacacus.

Like Kerouac, life in a multi-ethnic town gave me an early appreciation for names. Unlike Jack's Lowell, my Park City was a mining town, which also explains why I always had a special affinity for places like Bingham, Price, and Helper. A few names which I recall with affection and which opened the world to me are Unamuno, Gonzalez, Polychronis, and Nunnevillar.

Andy and Louis Unamuno were a dashing pair of brothers who lived in the Sunset apartments across the street from Kidder's Grocery on lower Park Avenue. Their ancestors came from the land of the Basques, a small territory astride the boundary of France and Spain whose ultimate destiny is still uncertain. Harvey and Harold Gonzalez were twins who resembled each other not a whit. Curly-haired Harvey looked more like what I thought Mexicans ought to look like. I have since discovered that Mexicans come in all shapes and colors. Georgie, Charlie, and Kathryn Polychronis were children of Jim, the Greek merchant who owned Palace Meats on Main Street. I have as yet been unable to associate a specific place with the name Nunnevillar, but I have a hunch that Frances Nunnevillar's ancestors came from northern France, near Flanders. 

